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Abstract

The celebration of the Prophet Muhammad’'s Mawlid holds great significance within the
Islamic world, but its observance varies between Sunni and Shi'i traditions. This paper aims to
provide a comparative analysis of the Mawlid celebration in Sunni and Shi’( Islam. By examining
the historical, theological, and cultural aspects of these two traditions, the paper aims to shed light on
the similarities and differences in their approaches to commemorating the birth of the Prophet
Muhammad. Tn Sunni Islam, the Mawlid celebration is commonly observed and holds a central place
in the religious and cultural life of many communities. The research results shows that Sunni
Muslims commemorate the birth of the Prophet Muhammad with various rituals, including
recitations of poetry, lectures on the Prophet’s life, and communal gatherings that emphasize love
and reverence for him. The specific practices and customs associated with the Mawlid may vary
across different regions and sects within Sunni Islam. On the other hand, the Mawlid celebration in
Shi'i Islam follows a distinct pattern influenced by Shi'i beliefs and practices. Shi'i Muslims observe
the birth of the Prophet Muhammad and his descendants, particularly the birth of Tmam Ali ibn Ab(
Talib, who holds a special place in Shi'l theology. Shi'i Mawlid commemorations may involve
recitations of poetry, sermons, and processions that highlight the virtues and achievements of the
Prophet and his family.Despite these differences, both Sunni and Shi'i Mawlid celebrations share a
common goal of expressing love and devotion to the Prophet Muhammad. They provide opportunities
for believers to deepen their connection with the Prophet, learn from his teachings, and express
gratitude for his role as the final messenger of Islam.
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1. Introduction
The Mawlid celebration is an annual commemoration of the birth of the
Prophet Muhammad, observed by Muslims around the world. It is a joyous occasion

that holds deep religious and cultural significance. The term "Mawlid" comes from
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the Arabic word meaning "birth" or "nativity." During the Mawlid, Muslims gather
to express their love, respect, and devotion to the Prophet Muhammad. The
celebration typically takes place on the 12th day of the Islamic month of Rabt al-
Awwal, although specific practices and dates may vary among different regions and
Tslamic schools of thought.

The Mawlid celebration includes a range of activities and rituals. These may
include recitations of poetry and songs praising the Prophet Muhammad, sermons
and speeches highlighting his life and teachings, and narrations from his biography
(known as seerah). Muslims often engage in acts of charity, distributing food and
sweets to the needy, and organizing communal meals. Decorations, lights, and
symbols associated with Tslam may adorn mosques, homes, and public spaces
(Annemarte, 1985: 140-145).

The Mawlid celebration serves as an opportunity for Muslims to reflect on the
Prophet Muhammad's exemplary life, teachings, and his role as the final messenger
of Tslam. Tt is a time for believers to reinforce their connection with the Prophet,
renew their commitment to his teachings, and seek inspiration to embody his
qualities of compassion, justice, and piety. While the Mawlid celebration is primarily
observed within Sunnt Tslam, it is important to note that Shi't communities also have
their own traditions and practices related to the commemoration of the Prophet's
birth. These may differ in rituals, customs, and cultural expressions. Overall, the
Mawlid celebration is a significant occasion that fosters a sense of unity, love, and
devotion among Muslims, while providing an opportunity to deepen their
understanding of the Prophet Muhammad's life and teachings.

The purpose of the paper, "Prophet Muhammad Mawlid Celebration: A
Comparative Analysis of Sunnt and Shi't Traditions," is to provide a comprehensive
analysis of the Mawlid celebration in Sunni and Shi't Islam. The paper aims to
explore the similarities and differences in the ways these two traditions observe and
understand the commemoration of the Prophet Muhammad's birth.The scope of the
paper encompasses various aspects of the Mawlid celebration in both Sunni and Shi't

traditions. It delves into the historical, theological, cultural, and ritualistic
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dimensions of the Mawlid observance, providing a comparative analysis of the
practices and beliefs within these two branches of Tslam.

The paper examines the historical context of the Mawlid celebration, tracing its
development in Sunni and Shi't Tslam over time. It explores the theological
perspectives and justifications offered by scholars in both traditions, shedding light
on their respective understandings of the significance of commemorating the
Prophet's birth.

Additionally, the paper analyzes the rituals, practices, and cultural influences
associated with the Mawlid celebration in Sunnt and Shi't communities. It discusses
regional and cultural variations, as well as the contributions of prominent historical
figures and scholars within each tradition. The paper also considers the interactions
and perspectives of Sunni and Shi't Muslims during the Mawlid celebration,
including interfaith initiatives and engagements. It addresses controversies, debates,
and criticisms surrounding the Mawlid observance in both traditions, offering
insights into differing viewpoints and approaches.

Furthermore, the paper explores contemporary trends and practices related to
the Mawlid celebration, taking into account the evolving nature of its observance
within Sunnt and Shi't communities in light of global influences.

Overall, the paper aims to provide a comprehensive and comparative understanding
of the Mawlid celebration, highlighting the similarities, distinctions, and debates
between Sunnt and Shi'i traditions. By examining various dimensions of the Mawlid
observance, the paper aims to foster a deeper appreciation of the diverse expressions

of devotion and reverence for the Prophet Muhammad within the Tslamic world.

2. Research Methods

When conducting research on the Prophet Muhammad's Mawlid celebration
within Sunnt and Shi'i traditions, various research methods can be employed to
gather data and analyze the practices and beliefs associated with these celebrations.

Here are some research methods that can be used in studying the Mawlid:
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1. Literature Review: Begin by conducting a comprehensive review of relevant
academic literature, including books, scholarly articles, and research papers. This
helps establish a theoretical framework and identify key themes, debates, and
arguments surrounding the Mawlid celebration in both Sunni and Shi' traditions.

2. Historical Analysis: Conduct a historical analysis to understand the origins,
development, and evolution of the Mawlid celebration in Sunni and Shi'i contexts.
Examine primary and secondary historical sources, such as biographies of the
Prophet Muhammad, historical accounts, and chronicles, to trace the historical roots
and the various influences that have shaped these traditions.

3. Ethnographic Research: Engage in fieldwork by conducting ethnographic research
to observe and document the Mawlid celebrations in Sunni and Shi't communities.
This involves participating in the celebrations, interviewing practitioners, and
documenting the rituals, practices, and beliefs associated with the Mawlid.
Ethnographic research provides firsthand insights and allows for an in-depth
understanding of the lived experiences and perspectives of individuals within these
traditions.

4. Comparative Analysis: Conduct a comparative analysis of the Mawlid celebrations
in Sunni and Shi'i traditions. Compare and contrast the practices, beliefs, and
theological justifications in both traditions, exploring areas of convergence and
divergence. This can involve analyzing textual sources, oral traditions, and scholarly
discourses to understand the different approaches to the Mawlid in Sunni and Shi't
Tslam.

5. Textual Analysis: Analyze religious texts, such as Qur'anic verses, Hadith
literature, sermons, and poetry related to the Mawlid celebration in both Sunni and
Shi'i traditions. This method enables a deep exploration of theological arguments,

interpretations, and debates surrounding the Mawlid.

By employing a combination of these research methods, researchers can gain a

comprehensive understanding of the Mawlid celebration in both Sunni and Shi't
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traditions. It allows for a nuanced analysis of the practices, beliefs, historical
developments, and theological justifications within these traditions, contributing to a
richer understanding of the diverse ways in which Muslims honor and celebrate the

Prophet Muhammad's birth.

3. Result and Discussion
3.1. Historical Context on Prophet Muhammad Mawlid Celebration

The term celebration is the best term to call the mawlid tradition. In the history
of this tradition, it can be date back to 10th century where Fatimid Dinasty became a
ruler in egypt between 969 to 1171 AD. The Fatimid is a dinasty that made ismailia
Shi’i as the official state religion. It can be trace back to the time where this dinasty
build in Maghrib around 910 AD by al-Mahdi. Tn 969, under the command of Jawhar
al-Sicily, the Fatimid of Maghrib succesfully conquered egypt and build a city that
called Catro. This city then became a capital for Fatimid Dinasty (Syolabi, 2006: 48).

From the Historical perspective, Under the commad of Chalifate Muizz 1i
Dinllah and the chalifates after him, Cairo became a center of civilization
development. One that make this city popular in those time is the prophet
celebration whom held by the chalifate himself. During this time, there are reports
that they used to commemorate the Mawlid. Not only the mawlid of the prophet but
also to the members of the prophet family (ahl al-bayt) that include “Ali ibn Abi
Thalib, Fatima az-Zahra, Hasan ibn “Ali, Husain itbn “Alt and others (Annemarie,
1985: 130). In this celebration, the chalifate involve every people of Cairo both Sunnit
and Shti't. Regarding the events of the year 975, the historian al-Maqrizi comments
that that state would distribute food, sadaga to the public and to the trustees of the
Mizaars. During the Mawlid season, sweets would be distributed and all would
gather in al-Azhar (Cairo). Then they would all proceed to the government palace to
listen to speeches. But for most part these celebrations were Shi’a in nature (Ather: 2).

The reason behind this tradition apart from a religious belief is a political one.
In those time, we knew that the biggest dinasty in Islam is Abbasid Dinasty. The

capital city of Abbasid is Baghdad and far away from Egypt. Egypt before the
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Fatimid conquest was part of the Abbasid Dinasty. A great distances between
Baghdad and Egypt make this place vulnerable from the attack of the enemy. One of
the enemy of Abbasid is Ismaili Shi’a of Maghrib or the origin of Fatimid Chalifate
(Schussman, 1998: 123). The conquest of Egypt by Muizz li Dinillah make a statement
about the power Shi't dinasty in politic. When they rule egypt and build Cairo, it can
be said that they want to compete with Abbasiya in Baghdad. As we know that the
official religion of Abbasiya is Sunni Tslam.

The religious reason behind this celebration that held by Fatimid is to
persuade the Cairo peoples to know more about Shi'i. Before the arrival of Fatimid
in Egypt, since the first conquest of Islam in Egypt by Amr ibn al-Ass in 641 the
majority of Islam that grew in there is Sunni Islam. So, the arrival of the new
religious belief in the form of Shi'i Tsmailiya is not an option. From here it is certain
that Fatimid tried to persuade those Sunni believers to convert to Shi't. Fatimid
prefer to use a softnes than a violence because althought they are the ruler but they
are still a minority to Sunni Islam that became cairo’s people beliefs. One of the
policies is to use a Mawlid celebration. As we knew before that in those celebration,
the caliphate would distribute food for free for all the people of Cairo and shadaqa.
This can be very important in the effort of the Shi't goverment to spread their beliefs
(Schussman, 1998: 133).

From that infromation above, we knew that there are some mawlid
celebrations in Shi’a tradition, one of them is the celebration of Prophet bitrhday. Al-
Magqrizi himself wrote in his book that called “Khitat al-Maqrizi” about all of those
celebration that held in Fatimid Era ( 969-1171 AD). So, we can certain that there is a
mawlid tradition in Shi't Tslam, especially Ismiliyya Shi'a (Maqrizi, 1995: 48-54). In
the Sunni world, the first that commemorate Mawlid of the Prophet is Sunni Tslam
and not Shi'i Tslam. The argumentation of the opinion is a collection of the
infromation about who tis the first man that held those tradition formally. There are
some version about who ts the first one from Sunnt Islam that formally held mawlid
celebration.

A. Syaikh Umar al-Mulla Version
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Al-Shaykh Umar al-Mulla (d. 570/1174) lived in the time of the ruler Nur
al-Din Mahmud. Nur al-Din Mahmud himself was a great, pious leader who
was often compared to Umar ibn Abd al-Aziz. He loved the Ulama and kept
thetr company. Al-Shaykh Umar al-Mulla was a Suft Muslim who had written
many works on the biography of the Prophet (peace be upon him). Each year,
he gave the Mawlid utmost importance, inviting the rich and the poor, the
dignitaries, poets and the scholars (Ather: 6). Abu Shama wrote:

He held a gathering each year during the days of the birth of the
Messenger (peace be upon him), inviting the people of Mosul. Poets would
attend to praise the Prophet (peace be upon him) during this gathering. Many
historians write that he was the first to commemorate the Mawlid in a formal
manner.

B. Sultan Muzaffar of Trbil Version

Sultan Muzaffar of Trbil (d. 630/1232) lived in the time of Salah al-Din
Ayyubi. He was a pure-hearted, brave and wise ruler. He was one of the first to
turn the Mawlid into a formal event. He would spend 300,000 dinars annually
on the Mawlid. Additionally, he would spend 200,000 dinars on releasing
Muslim prisoners held by the Europeans (Ather: 4). He also spent 300,000
dinars annually on looking after the two Harams and providing water along
the routes to the two cities. His wife reports that Sultan Muzaffar himself used
to wear a garment of five dirhams. This period led to the first publication
specifically on the Mawlid. Hafiz Abu al-Khattab Tbn Dihyah passed by Trbil in
654/1256, where he saw celebrations of the Mawlid. So he wrote the book Kitab
al-Tanwir fi Mawlid al-Bashir al-Nazir. He was gifted 1000 dinars for his efforts by
Sultan Muzaffar (Ather: 3-4).

Those two historical evidence were a strong evidence to be believed that
mawlid celebration also permitted as a Sunnt tradition. But as we look to the
year of the two evidence was in Salahuddin al-Ayyubt era. Salahuddin on his

early year before he build Ayyubid Dinasty had served as a wazir to Fatimid
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3.2

Dinasty. This make a strong assumption for me that Salahuddin make a direct
contact with some of the biggest tradition of Fatimid. Some of the Sunni
historian believes that Salahuddin was the first Sunni person that
commemorate the Prophet birthday celebration to motivate his troops in war
with the Crusades. This happened after The Fatimid Dinasty fall apart in 1171
AD (Ukeles, 2010: 133-140).

If it was true, 1 believe that Saladin make this choice to avoid a disunity
in his troops because he was in a big war with the Crusades. So, he maybe
choose not to banish a Shi't tradition in a form of Mawlid Celebration to make
his troops unite. So with the political reason, Saladin deliberately adopting a
Shi'i tradition. This thinking became even clearer when like the information
that written by Paula Sanders about ritual, politics and the city of Fatimid. She
wrote that the ritual practice in Fatimid Era (one of them is Mawlid) make
Fatimid more stronger in the face of Cairo’s people. She called it political
legitimacy. She think the reason behind all of the ritual practice in Fatimid era
was to have a power and authority to won over Cairo’s people that in those
time embrace Sunnt Tslam than Shi'i (Sanders, 1994: 201). And if we want to
enforce that Sunnt Islam is the first one that celebrate a Mawlid we need
another strong eveidences because when we see the historical sources, it satd
that the first one that commemorate Mawlid Celebration is Shi't in Fatimid Era
(969-1171 AD). There is no evidence that says about Mawlid Celebration before
it started by Fatimid Dinasty (Manullang, 2021).

How The Prophet Muhammad Mawlid Celebrate in Some Country

The celebration of the Prophet Muhammad's Mawlid (or Milad) varies around

the world and depends on cultural and religious practices. Muslims in different

countries and regions have unique customs and traditions to commemorate the birth

of Prophet Muhammad. Here are some examples of how Mawlid is celebrated in

different parts of the world (Kantz, 2007: 35):
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1. Egypt: In Egypt, Mawlid celebrations often include large public gatherings
and processions. Mosques and homes are adorned with colorful decorations
and lights. Streets are filled with people reciting poems, singing songs praising

the Prophet, and displaying banners and flags.

2. Indonesia: Mawlid is widely celebrated in Indonesia, the country with the
largest Muslim population. Communities organize various events, including
parades, street decorations, and Islamic cultural performances. Mosques and
homes are illuminated, and special sermons are delivered highlighting the life
and teachings of the Prophet Muhammad. Even during modern times, Prophet
Muhammad’s birthday is still very traditional in all regions of Indonesia. Each
of them has their own way of celebrating it. For instance, in Aceh, every region
cooks its traditional lemang. The lemang is made from coconut milk and sticky
rice, which generally takes four hours to cook.

Those who live in Banten, they celebrate this day through a Panjang Mulud. It
is when they give out staple foods in their community. A unique Panjang
Mulud feature is the staple foods placed on a wooden frame, and they decorate
it like a boat. Naturally, the procession attracts residents and tourists. A lot of

people come to Banten for it because it only happens once a year.

A primary feature of this celebration is reciting litanies or long poems that show
gratitude to God and Muhammad, and give praise to the prophet. By practising
this, they raise a special poetry genre.

As years went by, devotees and gifted poets have written poems about praising
Prophet Muhammad. The poems can be recited or read during the prophet’s
birthday.

It took four centuries after Muhammad passed away before public celebrations
started to happen. The oldest Mawlid-text could be from the 12th century and it

originated in Turkey.
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3. Pakistan: In Pakistan, Mawlid is commemorated with religious gatherings,
processions, and special events. People decorate their homes and mosques, and
the streets are filled with devotees reciting Naat (poetry praising the Prophet)

and participating in prayers and discussions on the life of Prophet Muhammad.

4. Morocco: Mawlid celebrations in Morocco are marked by spiritual and joyous
events. Mosques are adorned with lights, and people engage in recitation of the
Quran, storytelling about the life of the Prophet, and chanting praises.
Traditional Moroccan music and Sufi performances are also a part of the

festivities.

5. Turkey: In Turkey, Mawlid is celebrated as the "Mevlid Kandili." Devotees
visit mosques for night-long prayers, and religious ceremonies take place.
Traditional sweets and desserts are prepared and distributed among family,

friends, and the less fortunate.

It's important to note that while Mawlid is celebrated in many Muslim-majority
countries, there are also Muslims who do not observe Mawlid as an official religious
holiday and may have different perspectives on its celebration. The specific customs
and practices can vary even within a single country or region, reflecting the diversity

of Muslim cultures and traditions worldwide.

3.3. Rituals and Practices of the Prophet Muhammad Mawlid celebration on
Sunni and Shi'i Islam
Rituals and practices associated with the Prophet Muhammad's Mawlid
celebration vary between Sunni and Shi'i Islam. While there are some shared
elements, there are also distinct customs and traditions within each tradition. Here

are some of the key rituals and practices observed in Sunni and Shi'i Mawlid

celebrations:
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A. Sunni Mawlid Celebration (Katz, 2007: 173):
1. Recitations and Sermons: Sunni Muslims often recite passages from the Qur'an,
along with poetry and songs praising the Prophet Muhammad. Sermons
(khutbahs) are delivered, focusing on the life, character, and teachings of the
Prophet.
2. Processions and Parades: Tn some regions, Sunni communities organize
processions or parades known as "Ztyarat al-Nabi" to commemorate the Mawlid.
Participants march through the streets, carrying banners, flags, and symbolic
representations of the Prophet Muhammad.
3. Community Gatherings: Muslims come together in mosques, community
centers, or homes to participate in communal gatherings. These gatherings may
include speeches, poetry recitals, and group discussions about the Prophet's life
and teachings.
4. Feasts and Charity: It is common for Sunni Muslims to organize communal
meals, known as "Mawlid meals" or "Mawlid feasts," where food is shared
among attendees. Charitable acts, such as donating food or money to the needy,
are also emphasized during the Mawlid.
5. Cultural Expressions: Different regions and cultures have their own cultural
expressions assoctiated with the Mawlid. These may include traditional music
performances, decorative lighting, calligraphy displays, and art exhibitions

related to the Prophet's life.

B. Shi't Mawlid Celebration (Katz, 2007: 169):
1. Lectures and Sermons: Shi't Mawlid celebrations often feature lectures and
sermons by scholars or religious leaders. These presentations focus on the life,
virtues, and accomplishments of the Prophet Muhammad and his family,
particularly the Tmams revered by Shi'is.
2. Poetry and Eulogies: Shi't Mawlid gatherings include the recitation of poetry

and eulogies (marthiyas and nohas) that highlight the spiritual significance and
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virtues of the Prophet Muhammad and the Ahl al-Bayt (the family of the
Prophet).

3. Scholarly Discourses: Shi't scholars engage in detailed discourses and
scholarly discussions about the Prophet's life, his role as a spiritual guide, and
his impact on the Shi't community. These discussions often delve into
theological and mystical aspects of the Prophet's teachings.

4. Mourning Rituals: Some Shi't communities incorporate mourning rituals into
their Mawlid observances, particularly to commemorate the martyrdoms of
Tmam Husayn and his companions. These rituals involve recitations of elegies
(nohas), lamentations, and theatrical reenactments of the tragic events of Karbala.
5. Cultural Practices: Similar to Sunni Mawlid celebrations, Shi't Mawlid may
also incorporate cultural practices specific to different regions and communities.
These may include traditional music, art, calligraphy, and symbolic
representations of the Prophet Muhammad and the Ahl al-Bayt.

It is important to note that while these rituals and practices are common in
general, there may be variations and local customs within each tradition based
on cultural influences and regional practices. The Mawlid celebration serves as a
significant occasion for Muslims to express their love, reverence, and devotion to
the Prophet Muhammad and to deepen their understanding of his life and

teachings.

3.4. Controversies and Debates

The celebration of the Prophet Muhammad's Mawlid has been a subject of
controversies and debates within the Tslamic world. These controversies primarily
revolve around theological, historical, and cultural perspectives. Here are some of
the key points of contention:
1. Permissibility of Celebrating the Mawlid: One major debate revolves around the
permissibility of celebrating the Mawlid. Some scholars argue that the Mawlid is an
tnnovative practice (bid'ah) that was not practiced during the time of the Prophet

Muhammad or his companions. They contend that religious practices should be
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limited to what is explicitly mentioned in the Qur'an and Hadith. Therefore, they
view the Mawlid celebration as an unnecessary addition to the religion (Fitzpatrick,
2014:368).

2. Historical Authenticity: Another point of contention is the historical authenticity
of the Mawlid celebration. Critics argue that there is a lack of reliable historical
evidence to support the specific date and practices associated with the Mawlid. They
question the reliability of the narrations and sources that mention the birth of the
Prophet Muhammad and the development of the Mawlid celebration (Schussman,
1998: 128).

3. Cultural Influences and Tnnovations: Some critics argue that the Mawlid
celebration has become overly influenced by cultural practices and customs,
detracting from its religious significance. They claim that certain cultural practices,
such as extravagant decorations, music, and dancing, have been incorporated into
the Mawlid celebration, which they deem inappropriate or inconsistent with Tslamic
teachings (Fitzpatrick, 2014:371).

4. Excessive Emphasis on the Prophet: Some opponents of the Mawlid express
concerns that the celebration can lead to an excessive focus on the Prophet
Muhammad, potentially bordering on excessive veneration or even idolatry. They
argue that Tslam should emphasize the worship of Allah alone and avoid excessive
attachment to any human figure, including the Prophet (As’ad, 2019).

5. Sectarian Divisions: The Mawlid celebration has also been a point of contention
between different sects within Tslam. Sunni and Shi'i communities may have
differing practices, dates, and customs associated with the Mawlid. These differences
can sometimes lead to sectarian tensions or debates over the correct way to observe
the Mawlid (Schussman, 1998: 126).

It is worth noting that despite these controversies, the Mawlid celebration
continues to be widely observed and celebrated by millions of Muslims around the
world, both within Sunni and Shi't communities. Many Muslims view the Mawlid as
an opportunity to express their love and gratitude for the Prophet Muhammad and

to deepen their understanding of his teachings and exemplary life.
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3.5. The Mawlid celebration and It's Meaning for Muslim

Despite the controversies and debates, The Mawlid celebration, which
commemorates the birth of Prophet Muhammad, holds great importance for
Muslims (Kaptein, 1993: 1-8). Here are some reasons why the Mawlid is considered
significant:
1. Expressing Love and Devotion: The Mawlid provides an opportunity for Muslims
to express their love and devotion towards Prophet Muhammad. It is a joyous
occaston to honor and celebrate his life, teachings, and exemplary character.
2. Spiritual Connection: The Mawlid celebration serves as a means for Muslims to
strengthen their spiritual connection with the Prophet. Through recitations of poetry
and hymns that praise his virtues, Muslims seek to deepen their bond and seek
blessings from Allah through their love for the Prophet.
3. Learning and Reflection: The Mawlid is often accompanied by lectures, sermons,
and scholarly discussions that focus on the life and teachings of Prophet Muhammad.
Tt allows Muslims to learn about his life, his struggles, his wisdom, and the moral
and ethical values he espoused. Tt provides an opportunity for reflection and self-
improvement by emulating his noble qualities.
4. Promoting Unity and Brotherhood: The Mawlid celebration fosters a sense of
unity and brotherhood among Muslims. Tt brings together people from diverse
backgrounds and cultures, transcending ethnic, national, and sectarian boundaries.
The shared celebration creates a sense of community and reinforces the Tslamic
principle of unity among beltevers.
5. Strengthening Tdentity: The Mawlid celebration plays a role in reinforcing
Muslim identity. It serves as a reminder of the central figure in Islam and his
significance in the lives of Muslims. By commemorating the birth of Prophet
Muhammad, Muslims reaffirm their faith and strengthen their sense of belonging to
the global Muslim community.
6. Cultural Expression: The Mawlid celebration is often accompanied by various

cultural expressions such as processions, music, art, and poetry. These cultural

33



Jurnal SUARGA: Studi Keberagamaan dan Keberagaman, Vol. 2, No.1, 2023 pp.20-39
E- ISSN: 2961-9513 P-ISSN: 2961-7820

practices highlight the rich diversity of Muslim traditions and add vibrancy and joy
to the commemoration.
7. Spreading the Message of Peace and Love: The Mawlid celebration provides an
opportunity to promote the teachings of Prophet Muhammad, which emphasize
peace, love, compassion, and justice. It serves as a reminder to Muslims and non-
Muslims alike of the Prophet's role as a beacon of peace and mercy for humanity.
Overall, the Mawlid celebration holds immense importance as a time of
remembrance, devotion, learning, unity, and cultural expression. It allows Muslims
to honor and draw inspiration from the life and teachings of Prophet Muhammad

while fostering a sense of shared identity and promoting the values he embodied.

3.6. Final thoughts on the evolving nature of the Mawlid celebration in Sunni

and Shi't traditions

The evolving nature of the Mawlid celebration in Sunni and Shi'i traditions
reflects the dynamic nature of religious practices and cultural expressions within
Tslam. Over the centuries, the Mawlid celebration has undergone transformations,
adaptations, and reinterpretations in response to changing historical, soctal, and
cultural contexts.

In Sunnt tradition, the Mawlid celebration has evolved into a widespread and
diverse phenomenon, with variations in practices and customs across different
regions and communities. While some Sunni scholars and individuals have
embraced the Mawlid as a significant occasion to express love and reverence for the
Prophet Muhammad, others have expressed reservations or objections due to
theological concerns or perceived deviations from established Tslamic practices. This
ongoing debate has contributed to a continual reevaluation and adaptation of
Mawlid practices within the Sunnt tradition.

In Shi't tradition, the Mawlid celebration is often intertwined with the
commemoration of the birth of Tmam Ali and other significant figures within Shi't

Islam. This unique emphasis reflects the distinct theological and historical
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perspectives of Shi't communities. The Mawlid practices within Shi't ITslam have also
witnessed evolution and adaptation over time, with regional variations and the
incorporation of local customs and traditions.

The evolving nature of the Mawlid celebration in both Sunni and Shi't
traditions is influenced by a range of factors, including theological interpretations,
historical developments, cultural influences, and the interaction between different
Muslim communities. As the Mawlid celebration continues to evolve, it reflects the
ongoing process of interpretation and negotiation within Islamic traditions, as well
as the dynamism of religious practices and the diversity of Muslim cultures.

This evolving nature should be understood as a reflection of the lived
experiences and expressions of devotion among Muslims rather than a departure
from the core principles of Tslam. Tt highlights the capacity of religious practices to
adapt and resonate with the needs and aspirations of believers while remaining
grounded in the fundamental teachings of the faith.

Ultimately, the evolving nature of the Mawlid celebration in Sunnt and Shi't
traditions invites ongoing dialogue, scholarly inquiry, and respectful engagement
within the Muslim community. It is through this exchange of ideas and perspectives
that Muslims can deepen their understanding, appreciate the diversity of practices,
and continue to nurture a sense of unity and shared reverence for the Prophet

Muhammad within the Tslamic world.

4. Conclusion

The Mawlid celebration plays a crucial role in promoting unity and diversity
within the Muslim community. It serves as a unifying force that brings Muslims
together, transcending sectarian, cultural, and regional differences. The significance
of the Mawlid lies in its ability to foster a sense of shared identity, mutual respect,

and understanding among Muslims.

By celebrating the Prophet Muhammad's birth, Muslims from various

backgrounds and sects reaffirm their common love and reverence for the Prophet.
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The Mawlid serves as a unifying thread that connects Muslims around the world,

reminding them of their shared heritage and the values embodied by the Prophet.

Furthermore, the Mawlid embraces diversity within the Muslim community.
Different cultural expressions, rituals, and practices assoctiated with the Mawlid
reflect the rich diversity of Muslim cultures globally. This diversity is not only
respected but also celebrated, fostering an appreciation for the various ways in

which Muslims express their devotion to the Prophet Muhammad.

Moreover, the evolving nature of the Mawlid celebration in Sunnt and Shi't
traditions reflects the dynamic nature of Islam itself. The Mawlid has adapted and
transformed over time, influenced by regional customs, cultural practices, and
historical developments. This evolution allows the Mawlid to remain relevant and

meaningful to Muslims in different contexts and eras.

However, the evolving nature of the Mawlid has also been a subject of debate
and contention. There are ongoing discussions regarding the permissibility of
certain practices, historical authenticity, and potential cultural influences that may
deviate from the core principles of Islam. These debates highlight the need for
critical reflection and scholarly discourse to ensure that the Mawlid celebration

remains rooted in the teachings of Islam and does not compromise its integrity.

In concluston, the Mawlid celebration holds great significance in promoting
unity and embracing diversity within the Muslim community. It serves as a unifying
force that connects Muslims across different backgrounds and sects. The evolving
nature of the Mawlid reflects the dynamic nature of Tslam, adapting to diverse
cultural contexts while maintaining its core principles. By appreciating and
understanding the significance of the Mawlid, Muslims can strengthen their bonds
of unity, foster mutual respect, and celebrate the diverse expressions of devotion to

the Prophet Muhammad.
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