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Abstract: This study aims to report on the role of the family in helping students
develop English speaking skills. A qualitative method was used, with data collected
through questionnaires distributed to five EFL university students. The data obtained
was analyzed using qualitative descriptive analysis techniques, where the results of
questionnaires and interviews were categorized, compared and interpreted to
describe the patterns that emerged. The findings show that becoming accustomed to
speaking English in everyday life greatly aids in improving English speaking skills. The
supportive role of the family plays a crucial part in helping students develop their
cognitive abilities. Proper treatment and motivation at home are essential for this
process. Additionally, the good habits and traits fostered within the family
environment serve as guidelines for building a promising future. A positive family
environment has a significant impact on enhancing speaking skills and makes learning
English easier for a child. By incorporating vocabulary into daily activities, students are
able to memorize and understand it more easily, as learning becomes enjoyable and
habitual, leading to a more effective language acquisition process.

Keywords: English learning; family environment; speaking.

A. Introduction

Language is an effective communication tool to express human thoughts or
thoughts. Language can also be used to communicate various information that a person
receives to others. In this current era, people need to understand and be fluent in not
only their own language but also foreign languages, especially English, to meet their
communication needs with people all over the world and speak all four languages.
abilities (listening, speaking, reading, and writing), listening seems to be the most
crucial when applied in the context of ESL (English as a Second Language) or EFL

(English as a Foreign Language). Speaking can be considered a basic skill in learning a
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second language; when teachers use effective teaching strategies, such as
communicative language teaching, silent methods, or even audio-lingual methods,
speaking serves as a means to acquire other skills, such as listening, reading, and
writing (Islam & Stapa, 2021).

The best place to get an education is in a family environment. Family is very
influential in a student's educational development. Parental involvement in a student's
education is very important to improve her academic achievement. Students' general
behavior and attendance can improve if they witness other family members
performing important tasks. Parental involvement and commitment from an early age
can influence student success in the future. Students who receive a high-quality home
education can develop their minds and brains and become more active members of
their families and communities. The availability and involvement of adults influences
students' English learning experiences due to participation in activities related to
foreign language learning and correct mastery of English learning (Zhao et al., 2021).

The introduction process between a parent and a student is shrouded in calm,
affection, and peace. It is important to create a positive and open environment at home,
especially in families with diverse linguistic backgrounds, to reduce the social
pressures children may face when learning English as a second language (Sah, 2018).
Parental behavior can influence a child's behavior because parents are a child's first
teachers. A harmonious family will have good interactions. Communication between
children and parents is essential to strengthen the relationship between the two.
Parents who are unable to communicate with their children will create disharmonious
relationships or conflict. On the other hand, parents who are able to accept and accept
their children as they are tend to have children who are healthy, productive, creative,
and able to make good use of their abilities (Sumarno & Saragih, 2018).

Family assistance is very important and very influential for a student. Family
decisions also have a big impact on development and the world of education for a
student. Family patterns have a lot to do with student morals. A family that has
harmonious relationships and mutual trust can be a lesson for students. Much of a
student's mental and intellectual strength comes from the example of family values
(Amin, 2018).

Meanwhile, it is very important for parents in a student's learning process.
Students must be able to differentiate negative and positive behavior and create things

they don't already have. These actions will shape and change behavior. This is because
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students are influenced by learning actions carried out by parents, educators, and the
community. Students will also spend more time with their parents, especially their
mothers (Afraz et al., 2017).

Parents can help their children learn English by discussing various topics with
them, helping them with homework, encouraging them to read materials written in
English, and solving their child's problems with English (Wati, 2016). Students who
have fortunate families can provide a high level of social-emotional support and great
opportunities, and classroom-based resources at home can instill high motivation in
students learning English (Liu & Chiang, 2019). A conducive learning environment will
most likely strengthen children's learning motivation. This is because the environment
around them creates an effective learning environment (Rochmawati et al., 2023).
Before formal education, literacy skills were taught at home through games, songs, and
even daily English conversations (Buvaneswari & Padakannaya, 2017). The basis of
students' language acquisition abilities is built during the toddler years. Language
development that occurs at this age is very rapid and will determine future language
skills, and this is where parents have the right to teach them to speak English (Puspita
et al.,, 2022). A person's speaking ability determines very important language skills.
Therefore, various appropriate and effective strategies or methods are needed to
provide stimulus, especially for children, to become confident in speaking by training
them to speak English in everyday life (Muthahar & Fatonah, 2019).

In contrast to previous research, many researchers explored speaking skills in
general. In this present study, we mainly focus on developing skills in speaking English
by getting used to speaking English in the family environment of five EFL university
students and finding out what factors influence a student in learning English. Apart
from that, there is also a need for strategies that students and parents can use to
support a student's speaking learning in everyday life in the family environment.

This study focuses on a student who develops English speaking skills by actively
practicing with family members. This approach offers an update in speaking learning
strategies, where the family environment that is usually used for everyday
conversations in the mother tongue is adapted to enrich the English learning
experience. Preliminary results show that these students are more confident in
speaking English and finding new ways to utilize family interactions as an effective

learning tool.

INSANIA : Jurnal Pemikiran Alternatif Kependidikan Vol. 29, No. 2, 2024, 217-235| 219



J. L. Maharani & S. Wahyuningsih, Developing English speaking skills: Getting used to speaking English in
the family environment

B. Method

This research employed a qualitative method with a descriptive analysis
approach to explore ways of improving speaking skills within the family environment.
The study involved the families of four IAIN Kudus students majoring in English
education, as well as one child from a family in Klumpit Village. Participants were
selected based on their relevance to the research objectives. The families of the
students had educational backgrounds related to English, providing valuable insights
into the use of English in family settings. Additionally, one child from a family outside
the academic environment was included to offer a broader perspective on the
challenges and experiences of using English in different family contexts. This research
was conducted for three months, namely from October to December 2023. Data
collection was carried out through semi-structured interviews and distributing
questionnaires to respondents in November 2023. Data analysis began when data
collection took place and was completed at the end of December 2023.

Data was collected through a questionnaire, which was completed by the relevant
participants. After the data was gathered, qualitative data analysis was conducted.
Interviews, guided by the questionnaire, ensured that responses could be reviewed
multiple times for accuracy. During the data reduction process, only relevant
information was retained, and irrelevant data was discarded. The analysis revealed
challenges faced by families in applying English within the home environment. The
questionnaire method was chosen for its ability to systematically and efficiently collect
information, offering direct insights into the experiences and difficulties families
encountered in using English. This method was particularly relevant to the research
goal of understanding how the family environment contributes to improving English-
speaking skills.

The questionnaire was designed to include both open and closed questions,
allowing respondents to provide in-depth answers and generating qualitative data for
analysis. The validity of the questionnaire was tested through a small trial with several
participants before it was widely distributed. To maintain consistency in data
interpretation, the researchers involved colleagues in evaluating the analysis results.
This ensured that the data collection process was reliable and produced accurate
results in describing families' experiences in implementing English.

The data collection process began with the distribution of questionnaires to

selected respondents, which were then analyzed thematically. The steps in thematic
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analysis included identifying themes from respondents' answers, grouping them based
on emerging themes, and compiling interpretations to understand general patterns in
the use of English within the family environment. Research validity was ensured
through data triangulation and member checking, where the researchers verified the
consistency of answers and ensured that the interpretation of results aligned with the
respondents' experiences.

Additionally, research ethics were upheld by obtaining voluntary participation
consent and maintaining the confidentiality of respondents' identities. The findings of
this research provided in-depth insights into how the habit of speaking English in the
family environment could improve English-speaking skills in everyday life and

identified the factors influencing this practice.

C. Result and Discussion

1. Getting used to speaking English in a family environment

The development of the times and speaking styles influence the oninfluence of
today's student, Especially the family of one of the IAIN students and the family in
Klumpit village. They usually speak ordinary regional languages, but after entering
school and college, they begin to know slang, especially English, and become more
skilled in speaking so that their speaking style does not seem plebeian.

They are also starting to get used to speaking modern English with their families
too. This is proven by their improving everyday language style, as MW shows when he
speaks to her family in English:

[ want to learn to speak English with my family every day because I want to get
better at communicating with them every day, especially with them. My family
only masters the basics of English, but it doesn't matter because when I try to
communicate with them using English, they understand a little and then they will
be more proficient after some time. (MW, personal communication, November

30, 2023).

According to MW, even though her family does not yet master English, her family
knows the basics of English and when communicating, MW often speaks English, as
stated, “I also sometimes use English to talk to my family, even if only a few words, but it
can help improve my speaking skills, even if only a few words and sometimes.” (MF,
personal communication, December 1, 2023). In the interview, MW also said, “My

family often uses television to watch foreign films in English, and it helps learning English
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in my family environment by watching these films and learning new vocabulary by
reading the subtitles.” (MW, personal communication, November 30, 2023).

Based on the results of the interview with MW, her family often watches foreign
films or videos in English so that he and her family can learn to speak English by
reading the subtitles available in the film. One of the most important keys to learning
speaking is mastering a fairly large vocabulary. Vocabulary knowledge is very
important in improving speaking skills and increasing fluency in learning
(Wahyuningsih & Afandi, 2020).

Furthermore, HW and AR also expressed the same thing that in their family, there
are several ways of learning English using electronic media such as TV, cellphones, and
books, as they said, “I use media such as films and books in English as educational
material." (HW, personal communication, December 1, 2023); “I use TV media to watch
English films/cartoons.”(AR, personal communication, December 1, 2023).

When there is something her family doesn't understand when he speaks English

but her family doesn't understand what he means, her family asks him what he means.

Sometimes when my family doesn't understand what I mean, they often ask what
I mean by what I say, and I just talk to them without paying attention to grammar,
but I think the important thing is that they understand what I mean. (AR, personal
communication, December 1, 2023).

Insufficient use of grammar is also a major problem; grammar has played a very
important contribution in learning to speak (Wahyuningsih & Afandi, 2020). It can be
concluded from the answers of the respondents above that some of the problems they
faced include a lack of vocabulary mastery in English, grammatical structures that are
still not applied when speaking English, and few opportunities to practice English. in
daily activities (Wahyuningsih, 2018).

Even though there are several obstacles, as time goes by they start to get used to
practicing speaking as much as possible in the family environment and they feel
comfortable because they are not afraid and are not awkward when they make

mistakes. From there, they can improve their speaking skills with enthusiasm.

2. The influence of family environment on English learning skills

One of the primary needs is education in the family environment; from birth and
growth, development will be influenced by the behavior of parents. Parents are
examples of educators for children (Sumarno & Saragih, 2018). In developing students'

speaking skills, the role of the family is a very important role, because daily interaction
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and communication at home provides a very strong basis for language learning.
Families who support and are active in using English in everyday life will be able to
create a natural and natural expression so that students at home can easily imitate,
understand and practice English comfortably and are not afraid or embarrassed in
practicing it. Interactions that occur at home, such as daily communication and
emotional support from parents, can accelerate children's language development.
When families create a supportive environment where children are encouraged to
speak and practice using English, children are more likely to develop strong speaking
skills (Holzinger et al.,, 2020). Children who are exposed to environments rich with
verbal interaction tend to be more successful in their language skills later in life
(Dickinson & Tabors, 2001).

Support from parents who always encourage and praise and also create an
environment free from excessive criticism can help students be more confident in
speaking English. Apart from that, using resources such as books, media, and
applications to learn English can add to or enrich the learning environment. The role
model of parents who are fluent in English can be a real example to emulate in everyday
life, while parents who are actively involved in English language activities such as
watching English films together, reading together, and playing language games can
strengthen children in enriching vocabulary in English too. Apart from that, the
experience of interacting with native speakers or participating in international
activities can also provide opportunities to use English in real situations. Children who
receive support from parents, either through direct communication or through
providing access to educational resources, have better speaking abilities. Parents who
actively support their children's learning process by providing time to practice at home
or providing motivation for learning, create an environment conducive to developing
English speaking skills (Tuan & Mai, 2020). A family environment that is supportive
and rich in English language stimulation is thus a factor in the formation of students'
effective and confident speaking skills.

Mastery of English in the family environment significantly impacts students’
academic achievement and the broader social context. Students who are used to
speaking English at home tend to have better communication skills, so they can
participate actively in class and understand the subject matter better. In addition,
access to extensive learning resources in English allows them to gain information and

knowledge that supports their studies. Mastery of this language also increases
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students' self-confidence, making it easier for them to interact with friends and
teachers and build wider social networks. In a further context, strong English language
skills open up opportunities for better education and more promising careers,
considering that many educational institutions and companies prioritize English
language skills. Thus, a family environment that supports English language acquisition
contributes to academic achievement and prepares students for success in their future
social and professional lives.

The family environment contributes to students' speaking skills, such as fluency,
grammar, and vocabulary mastery. As explained in interviews with respondents by
asking questions about their level of mastery of speaking English in their family
environment, they said that their level of mastery of English could increase because
they often practiced with their family.

In HW's answer, the level of mastery after improving his speaking skills is very
good and has increased because many of his siblings can also master speaking English
so he can maximize practice in his family. Likewise, from the answers of other
respondents, on average, they can improve their English speaking skills in the family

environment.

3. Increased self-confidence

Most respondents reported a significant increase in their confidence when
speaking English after actively using it in daily interactions with family members. The
family environment provides a supportive and pressure-free atmosphere, different
from the classroom or other formal environments. At home, students feel more
comfortable experimenting with English without fear of being judged or evaluated by
others (Purwantoro & Nisa’, 2023). Casual interactions with the family allow them to
try to speak more freely, even if there are errors in grammar or pronunciation.

This self-confidence is also reinforced by the fact that students talk to people
close to them at home, such as parents and siblings, who tend to provide emotional
support. This makes students feel supported in their efforts to develop English
language skills. One student mentioned that practicing speaking with parents, who may
also have limited English, reduced the fear of making mistakes. There is no pressure to
speak perfectly in situations like this, so students can have more freedom to correct
their mistakes over time.

Respondents also felt that speaking practice in the family environment prepared

them better for public speaking, especially in class. When students get used to speaking
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English at home, they become more confident in participating in class discussions or
giving presentations. They no longer feel too nervous or anxious when speaking in
front of friends or teachers. One student revealed that previously, he often felt
intimidated when asked to speak in front of the class, but after practicing at home with
his family members, that anxiety reduced. This shows that the habit of speaking English
in a family environment significantly helps overcome "speaking anxiety," which is often

experienced by students in the process of learning a foreign language.

4. Better mastery of vocabulary and pronunciation

Apart from increasing self-confidence, practicing speaking English at home has
also been proven to help students enrich their vocabulary and pronunciation. As many
as 75% of students in this study stated that speaking English with family members
helped them learn new words and hone their pronunciation skills. Talking activities
with families allow them to actively use and repeat newly learned words so their
vocabulary develops more quickly.

In a family environment, conversations usually involve everyday topics, such as
household activities, hobbies, or family plans. This allows students to practice basic
vocabulary and apply it in real contexts (Zein et al., 2023). Repetition of these words
and phrases in daily conversation strengthens their vocabulary memory. One student
shared that after hearing and using new words several times in conversations with his
parents, he found it easier to remember and understand the words when they
appeared in academic contexts at school.

Using vocabulary in relevant and familiar contexts also helps students to
understand its meaning and use better. For example, talking about cooking activities
with parents can enrich students' vocabulary about the names of food ingredients or
the steps in cooking. The use of English in these familiar daily activities allows students
to learn naturally and without coercion. They not only memorize new words but also

understand when and how they are used appropriately.

5. Factors behind a student's learning to speak
a. Parental background
Many factors influence students' ability to speak English, including parental
background. Parents who have high education and parents who have low
education will treat their children very differently (Syamsi, 1998). Families who

have a high educational background usually tend to be multilingual and use the
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language they master to communicate with their children so that children are more
able to receive a second language or English, and that will make children
multilingual with several languages they have received from parents. Parental
involvement in children's English learning is not only related to their linguistic
abilities, but also to the attitudes and strategies they employ to support their
children. Parents who are active and positive in supporting their children's
language education can increase children's self-confidence and motivation to learn
to speak English (Zhang et al., 2021).

In contrast to parents with quite low education, they usually tend to only use
one single language and children do not receive multilingual communication.
When they learn English, it will be a little difficult to apply it in the family
environment. In this context, children lack multilingual communication, so when
they learn English, they may face difficulties applying it in the family environment
(Wati, 2016). Parents' inability to communicate in English can also create
additional barriers for children to acquire necessary speaking skills. A study by
Puspita etal. (2022) shows that children from lower educational backgrounds tend
to have limited vocabulary and speaking experience, which can have a negative
impact on their ability to communicate. With limited exposure to English, children
from low educational backgrounds may feel less confident speaking, which may
affect their motivation to learn English. Therefore, parents' educational
background is one of the key factors that need to be considered in developing
students' speaking skills.

A study by Rafika and Fitriani (2023) also confirmed that parental support
and involvement in children's education greatly influences their learning
achievement. With limited exposure to English, children from low educational
backgrounds may feel less confident speaking, which in turn may affect their
motivation to learn English. Therefore, parents' educational background is one of
the key factors that need to be considered in developing students' speaking skills.

b. Social environmental factors

Apart from parental background, influence in the social environment is also
a factor in students' speaking. Speaking skills can be sharpened by interacting
socially with other people. A supportive social environment can make it easier for
students to hone their speaking skills, and lots of opportunities for active practice

in daily activities can make it easier for someone to improve their fluency in
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learning to speak. Likewise, the feedback they receive regarding someone's
abilities can also improve the development of speaking skills. Children who are in
a positive and supportive social environment where English is frequently used
tend to develop better speaking skills. With support from peers and parents,
children can learn to express themselves better, interact in English, and expand
their vocabulary naturally (Fazrin & Radjak, 2023).

The social environment has a very strong influence on the style of speech in
a family; when there is a student who initially did not apply much slang and
modern language such as English in her life but after studying and starting to enter
the world of higher education. Students who, before learning English, have a
normal language style, but their speaking style begins to change when they learn
English by applying their speaking skills by honing them in a social environment,
it will be easier for them to learn speaking skills. Interaction with speakers of
different languages, both at home and outside, allows children to use English in
real contexts, so they more easily associate the language with various social
situations. Thus, these experiences are crucial in the development of speaking
skills, as children learn to adapt their language to suit different contexts and
audiences (Baker, 2011). Therefore, with the right interaction, support, and
stimulation in your social environment, your ability to speak English will improve.

c. Economic factors

A person's economic status also influences their language style because children
with high socioeconomic status usually have good nutrition compared to children
with low socioeconomic status (Rahayu etal., 2012) . Economic factors also greatly
interfere with a child's smooth learning, this factor also gives rise to students'
interest in learning, appreciation of economic attitudes and archery, attitudes in
communicating with other people, differences in economic terms will greatly
influence behavior and actions in learning activities (Suyono, 2016). When a family
has sufficient economic resources, they tend to have better access to education,
and they find it easier to get good courses without cost constraints. And families
who have sufficient financial resources tend to have many opportunities to travel
to English-speaking countries or can also easily participate in student or cultural
exchanges. In contrast, students in rural areas with limited resources experience
difficulties in developing their speaking skills (Sabri & Hamid, 2023). Therefore,

economic inequality can exacerbate gaps in educational access.
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Meanwhile, families from the middle to lower economic groups who are far from
urban areas tend to be relaxed in speaking. They have obstacles when learning
English from an economic perspective. Students from lower economic
backgrounds often face limited access to educational resources, such as language
tutoring or additional learning materials. This can have a negative impact on their
self-confidence and opportunities to practice speaking English (Al-jamal & Al-
jamal, 2014). This study also highlights several psychological barriers, such as the
fear of making mistakes, that students often experience when speaking English.

This also applies to several respondent families. Those who, on average, try to use
slang style of language and will often learn to use English when speaking and
communicating with fellow English students, in particular. This research shows
that socioeconomic factors greatly influence students' ability to engage in active
and natural English conversations. For those with more opportunities, English is
often used as the language of everyday communication among fellow students,

allowing them to learn through direct social interaction.

6. The role of social media in developing speaking skills in the family

Social media's role in the globalization era influences current language
development. Social media is an effective tool to encourage students to actively
participate in English learning. Many social media features attract students' interest.
They can be actively involved in the teaching and learning process through social
media, collaborate with friends and family, and feel more comfortable conveying their
ideas and opinions via Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp and other media (Lapele,
2019). Social media such as social media, are full of multimedia content such as video,
audio, and images. They often use social media to learn English from tutor videos on
YouTube or TikTok. Currently, more and more people are using YouTube to learn
English, YouTube is increasingly providing fun access to learning English from around
the world which students can use in learning English, especially speaking, YouTube is
also a valuable learning medium that can also improve learning styles What's more
interesting and one thing, apart from that, YouTube can also be a free way to learn
English (Wahyuningsih & Dewi, 2019). Many people use YouTube to learning English,
using YouTube media in learning, especially to develop their level of self-confidence,
by looking for video references that have been taught on YouTube to apply in learning
English in real life (Wahyuningsih & Ni'mah, 2023). To increase their knowledge of

English, especially speaking, they can watch educational videos, listen to podcasts and
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songs in English, and look at pictures with English captions. This method is considered
quite effective because they can study anywhere.

Social media in this era is very sophisticated, making our activities easier. For
example, currently the number of users of the TikTok application is very large and
many people share their knowledge and tips on TikTok media, there are lots of content
creators who share their speaking knowledge on TikTok and this can make it easier for
us to learn to speak together happily, because there are many people who feel that
studying on Tik Tok can be an interesting lesson. Apart from that, we can also take
advantage of social media by engaging in direct interactions with various people in
various parts of the world; they can also easily discuss or exchange opinions and can
also just chat via video call with native English speakers so that they can improve their
speaking skills

There are many applications that can help someone learn English independently
or with many applications that contain features such as quizzes, games and speaking
practice in an application. Examples of applications that can be used to hone English
speaking skills include ELSA: Al Learn & Speaking, Duolingo and several other

applications.

7. Participate in the child's strategies for developing and maintaining English
in the family environment

Parental involvement in children's strategies for developing and maintaining
English language skills within the family environment is crucial, as parents serve as
facilitators, role models, and primary supporters in their child's language learning
process (Anggraini, 2021). The strategies children use to hone their speaking skills
within the family environment vary, but consistency is a key factor. HW shared, "The
strategy I use is to speak English consistently, set aside special time to communicate, and
motivate myself to use English, such as communicating daily using English with my
family." (HW, personal communication, October 5, 2023). HW's family actively
supports this habit, especially by appreciating the importance of reading English books,
which are often chosen to improve language skills. This approach not only encourages
regular practice but also fosters a deeper connection with the language through
reading.

In contrast, AR's strategy involves less direct interaction. AR stated, "There is no
special strategy, usually, the practice is only through films or television news." (AR,

personal communication, October 8, 2023). Similarly, AN noted, "Usually, my family
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learns English only through English films/works." (AN, personal communication,
October 11, 2023). Both respondents rely heavily on media, particularly English films
or television programs, to improve their language skills. These forms of media provide
an immersive environment where learners can develop their listening and speaking
abilities, even though there may be limited interactive practice within the family
setting.

Other families have more informal and casual approaches to language learning.
MW explained, "The strategy in my family is just talking, even though I don't know
whether the sentences are right or wrong." (MW, personal communication, October 15,
2023). In MW’s family, the focus is on casual conversation without specific attention to
grammar, relying on vocabulary that is already understood. MF, on the other hand,
mentioned, "There is no special strateqy in my family." (MF, personal communication,
October 21, 2023), indicating that her family does not have a defined method for
improving speaking skills. This highlights that some families may not have a structured

approach but still engage in English conversation as part of their daily life.

8. Efforts to face challenges to hone speaking skills in the family
Learning English in the family environment presents significant challenges for
many respondents, as there are still many families where English is not commonly used

for communication. According to MF:

So far, there hasn't been one because in our family, only my sister and I can speak
English, and my parents also use English a little because their knowledge of
English is still minimal. My parents and sister also know quite a bit about the
basics of English so we haven't encountered any challenges. (MF, personal
communication, October 21, 2023).

It appears that MF's family does not face any major challenges in using English, as
English is not a daily practice in their household.

On the other hand, HW mentioned that there are still challenges in speaking
English at home but emphasized the importance of consistent practice. HW stated, "The
challenges in my family in speaking English at home can be overcome by continuing to
practice, seeking help from family members and utilizing online resources for additional
lessons." (HW, personal communication, October 5, 2023). This reflects a proactive
approach, where the family members actively engage in practice and seek external
resources to enhance their speaking skills (Riadoh & Larasati, 2024). HW's family is

working together to improve their English, even though challenges remain.
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AR's family takes a more interactive approach to language learning, as they
correct each other’s mistakes when necessary. AR shared, "Correct each other if there
are words or meanings that are wrong." (AR, personal communication, October 8,
2023). This strategy helps ensure that mistakes are addressed, and mutual learning
occurs within the family. In contrast, AN mentioned, "There are many challenges due to
not being used to speaking English at home or in the family." (AN, personal
communication, October 11, 2023). AN’s family faces difficulties because English is not
a common language of communication at home, although AN did not specify the efforts
made to overcome these challenges. This suggests that while some families actively
correct and practice English together, others may struggle due to the lack of familiarity

with the language in their everyday interactions.

9. The Benefits of Learning to Speak in a Family Environment

Learning to speak in a family environment offers several benefits, one of the most
significant being increased fluency. By incorporating vocabulary into daily
communication, family members can expand their language skills (Riska et al., 2024).
When individuals become accustomed to speaking English in a comfortable, routine
setting at home, their confidence grows. This confidence is crucial, as it provides a
strong foundation for using English in other social situations outside the family
environment, such as at school or in public interactions.

Moreover, speaking regularly in a safe and supportive atmosphere at home not
only strengthens language mastery but also fosters self-assurance. Children who feel
confident in their ability to communicate at home are better prepared to face
challenges in speaking English in other contexts. This confidence in communication
allows them to engage more easily in social situations and navigate language challenges
beyond the family setting.

In addition to language development, learning to speak in a family environment
helps strengthen bonds between family members. Engaging in language-related
activities such as casual conversations, watching English films together, or playing
language-based games can be both fun and educational. These shared experiences
contribute to closer connections and create lasting memories, making the learning

process enjoyable and collaborative for everyone involved.
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D. Conclusion

This study highlights the significant role of the family environment in enhancing
students' English speaking skills. The findings indicate that regular use of English in
daily interactions within the family can lead to improvements in self-confidence,
vocabulary mastery, and pronunciation. The supportive and pressure-free
environment created by family members allows students to practice speaking
comfortably, without fear of making mistakes, which fosters better self-assurance and
language skills. Additionally, informal family interactions help students strengthen
their verbal and non-verbal communication abilities, enrich their vocabulary, and
improve pronunciation. Speaking English at home also reduces anxiety about public
speaking, preparing students to use English confidently in both formal and social
contexts. Overall, this research suggests that the family environment plays a crucial
role in the development of students' speaking skills.

Despite the valuable insights provided, this study has several limitations. The
sample size was small, consisting of only five children learning to improve their English
speaking skills within their family environments. Research involving a larger sample
or focusing on families where English is more commonly used in daily life may produce
different results. Furthermore, this research was not designed to build theory but
rather to provide qualitative insights into how the family influences children's
language learning. Therefore, the results should be interpreted with caution. Itis hoped
that these findings will inspire further research and motivate the continued use of

English in family settings to enhance children's language skills.
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